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Romania   

Name of the organization 
Romanian Association of Debate Oratory and Rhetoric 

ARDOR – Asociatia Romana de Dezbateri, Oratorie si Retorica   

Address Sos. Iancului 10 , bl 114 B, apt 50, sector 2, 021 712 Bucharest, Romania

Phone: (+40 21) 250 65 34; Fax: (+40 21) 250 90 35  

office.ardor@gmail.com 

I            Participants of the program   

1. Please provide information (estimates, if exact figures are not available) on the following:  

a) Number of secondary school students involved in your program (s): 50 debate clubs x 12 students (on average) =600 high schools students. 
b) Number of teachers involved in the program: approx. 40  (the rest of debating coaches are either university students or alumni, especially in cities with big universities).   

c) Number of university students involved in the program: approx 90 students + alumni in  big cities. Their activity in the debating clubs is rather irregular in the parliamentary debate format, they mostly support the actions and projects of the NGO (coaching, judging, public events, voluntary service). They also participate in international parliamentary competitions.   

d) Number of debate clubs in secondary schools. There is no debate activity in secondary schools in 2008.
e) Number of debate clubs at universities: Universities parliamentary clubs in Bucharest, Cluj, Iasi, Timisoara. The University students' main activity is to support the debate clubs that trained them during the high school.   

2. Please provide information on any other target audiences you have been working with (in particular: minorities, members of disadvantaged groups, professional groups, etc.) Please provide information on the number of participants from these target groups if available.    
 

· Members of university students’ Associations such as VIP, Econosofia, Estudia which requested debate courses for their members, during summer schools in 2008
· Participants to public debates of national projects, colleagues and parents of debate club members, representatives of the local authorities.

· Members of the partner organizations in our national projects: the Pro Democratia Association, Academia de Advocacy, ELSA.

· Members of the business community from Cluj Napoca, in the Academic Debate Camp project

· Visitors of the national site www.ardor-deb.ro, as well as the visitors of our member associations’ sites and club blogs.
· Participants (judges, lawyers) at the Timisoara Court Open Day – public trial simulation ran by ARDOR Banat debaters. 
· Members of the university community in Timisoara,  approx .4000 students www.studenttm.ro
 

 

II            Program activities  

1.     Please briefly describe the main program areas your organization was implementing in the past year (e.g. debate, advocacy, training, participation, etc.):    
 

Club activities  

· Debate in various formats (KP, WSDC, Parliamentary, British Parliamentary)
· Regular preparation for competitions (regional, national, international)
· Regular trainings in different formats
· Regular coaching and judging trainings    

  

Regional important activities  

· ARDOR Moldova: strengthening the network of teachers qualified to teach "debating" in the public school system, organizing national events in KP and Parliamentary format, regional debate championship;

· ARDOR Muntenia: trainings for beginners, open Bucharest, regional debate championship, public debates;
· ARDOR Transilvania: regional debate championship, advocacy activities (mainly developed in the areas or minority rights, roma rights, drug prevention, the issue of regional autonomy for members of the Hungarian minority), “Saint George”-City of Debate championship, 

· "Disputa" Transylvanian Association: trainings on judging, training in parliamentary format, regional debate championship, public debates for local community 
· ARDOR Banat: open debates, judging trainings, student project, projects developed in collaboration with local authorities , regional debate championship;
· AES (Ploiesti) promoting World Schools Debating format, organizing the FIAT international competition, initiating projects with a civic and social involvement target for the members, regional debate championship
 

 National projects: 
· "Youth Against Discrimination”- a campaign of 30 public debates, a national forum and an online campaign against discrimination (May 2008- april 2009).
· The annual national Forum of KP debates – the annual competition of debates which is the final stage of the traditional regional competitions (2008, ARDOR Moldova) 
· The Annual National Parliamentary Debate Forum (2008, ARDOR Moldova)
· The IDEA wiki project (2008), editions in Romanian and Hungarian. 
· Stranger festival, a series of 5 debates in the country and a national one day championship in partnership with IDEA, may 2008
· The national project consisting of a countrywide tour of civic conferences and public debates with personalities from the civil and academic society, meant to promote the democratic values and the importance of public debates. 17 conferences between 2006-2008; the third edition is taking place at the moment, between 2008 and 2009
· FIAT debate, international WS competition in English, 4th edition (AES)
· Participation in EYS Conference Amsterdam (martie 2008)
· Selected to participate in the IDEA Forum Competition (2007 Czech Republic, 2008 Bulgaria), WSDC (2007 South Korea, 2008 USA) and European competition in Stuttgart.
· Sepectarea si participarea la conferinte IDEA Exchange+GA Amsterdam 2008, decembrie 2008
Please list and briefly describe the main events (public debates, tournaments, forums, conferences, trainings)  that your organization organized in the past year. Please mention all the events that you feel particularly proud of and count as an achievement.   
 

The public debates and debate competitions
The civic conferences tour 
The public speaking competition and public speaking marathon
Trainings for teachers, instructors, judges and/or students.  

We are proud of :

ARDOR was nominated in the annual competition for non-governmental organizations in Romania, “Civic Society Gala” and mentioned for “ Civic behavior and public involvement”, out of several participants throughout the country.

Extended publicity for the Association’s activities by appearing on social responsibility sites of private companies, through articles or e-banners in the online environment.   
 

 What particular issues did your program address through your activities (e.g. human rights (including minority rights), environment, global issues, etc.?)   

· Fight against discrimination
· Human rights
· fight against corruption
· Democratic values
· Minorities' rights/roma minorities’ rights
· Social responsibility   

IV               Partnerships

   

1.                    Please list organizations (including donors) that your program has been cooperating with in the last year (e.g. NGOs, youth organizations, government (local and central), EU, etc.) and briefly mention the area of cooperation (particular projects, programs, events, etc.)   
 

· CEE trust for Democracy 
· The National Council for Fight Against Discrimination (CNCD) 
· ANSIT The national agency that supports youngsters’ initiatives
· Ministerul Educatiei si Cercetarii

· ANT : The National Authority for Youth (through central or regional projects)

· Romanian Chamber of Deputies 
· SIVECO company 
· Balkan Trust for Democracy 
· CE through Youth in Action program 
· Hellenic Coca-Cola 
· Nesst Company

· The Ratiu Family Foundation: 
· IDEA 
· SELENIS online agency

· Mayoralties, local councils  

ARDOR's media partners:   

· „Cotidianul" national newspaper 
· "Idei in Dialog" national newspaper 
· Hotnews.ro 
· "Desteptarea"  regional newspaper

NGO partners:  

· ROMANI criss 
· The Advocacy Academy
· “Pro Democratia” Association
· ELSA 
· CDAIS 
· Ratiu Center for Democracy 
· “Noi Citim” Foundation
· The Independent Journalism Center
· Press Monitoring Agency
· The High Commissary for Refugees
